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Objectives

• Reviewing the importance and scope of pediatric-specific planning

• Reviewing recent assessment results and disaster-specific gaps and needs

• Providing resources to address disaster planning for pediatric patients



WHY PEDIATRIC-SPECIFIC 

PLANNING



Pediatric Patients

• Infants/toddlers (0-24 

months)

• Toddlers/preschoolers 

(2-5 years)

• School-aged children 

(6-13 years)

• Adolescents (14-18 

years)

• Head size

• Body surface area

• Organ proportions

• Higher metabolic rates

• Lack of self-preservation

• Variable cognitive skills or 

physical ability to react 

appropriately or respond to 

instructions

• Fewer coping skills and 

mechanisms

• Great resilience

Age ranges Physiology Psych/mental needs



Pediatric Domains and Considerations for 

Hospital Disaster Plans
• Pediatric Disaster Care Coordination  PECC

• Regional Coalition Building

• Surge Capacity

• Triage, Infection Contact, Decontamination

• Evacuation

• Patient Tracking and Reunification

• Legal / Ethics

• Behavioral Health

• Special Health Care Needs

• Exercise / Drills / Training

• Recovery and Resiliency 

Link: Checklist of Domains and 

Considerations for Disaster Policies 

Checklist

https://media.emscimprovement.center/documents/EIICDisasterChecklist_Current081822.pdf
https://media.emscimprovement.center/documents/EIICDisasterChecklist_Current081822.pdf
https://media.emscimprovement.center/documents/EIICDisasterChecklist_Current081822.pdf


WI National Pediatric 

Readiness Assessment 

Review



Overall Results



Overall Results
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Addressing the Gaps



Administration/Coordination
While identifying a physician and nurse coordinator, consider designating 

a pediatric disaster care coordination champion: designated staff 

member(s) who champions high-quality pediatric disaster care and 

response. 

Sample Pediatric 

Coordinator Job 

Description

https://www.uwhealth.org/files-directory/position-descriptions/management/supervisor/pediatric.coordinator.802017.afch.pdf
https://www.uwhealth.org/files-directory/position-descriptions/management/supervisor/pediatric.coordinator.802017.afch.pdf
https://www.uwhealth.org/files-directory/position-descriptions/management/supervisor/pediatric.coordinator.802017.afch.pdf


Competencies and Certifications

Pediatric Basic Life Support (PBLS)

Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS)

Advanced Pediatric Life Support (APLS)

Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP)

International Trauma Life Support (ITLS) (formerly 

Basic Trauma Life Support)

Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS)

https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/epub/10.1161/CIR.0000000000000901
https://cpr.heart.org/en/courses/pals-course-options
https://www.aplsonline.com/default.aspx
https://www.aap.org/nrp
https://www.itrauma.org/education/itls-provider/
https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/trauma/atls


QI/PI

Register here

The Pediatric Readiness 

Quality Improvement 

Collaborative (PRQC)

focuses on harnessing the 

work of the National 

Pediatric Readiness 

Project (NPRP) to help 

participating teams take the 

next step in addressing gaps 

identified by NPRP 

assessment.

https://emscimprovement.center/collaboratives/prqc/2023/
https://emscimprovement.center/collaboratives/prqc/2023/
https://emscimprovement.center/domains/pediatric-readiness-project/


Policies, 

Procedures, and 

Protocols



PPP - Triage

60 Seconds to 

Survival. Disaster 

Triage Game. 
Figure 2 The Pediatric Assessment Triangle

Pediatric triage: Jump-

START

https://disastertriagegame.org/index.html
https://chemm.hhs.gov/startpediatric.htm


PPP –

Infection 

Control 

and Decon

AAP Resources for 

Pediatric Decon

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/disaster-management-resources-by-topic/decontamination/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/disaster-management-resources-by-topic/decontamination/


PPP – Tracking/Reunification



PPP – Tracking/Reunification

Other reunification resources:

1. AAP Disaster Preparedness Reunification Toolkit: 

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP%20Reunification%20Toolkit.pdf

2. Federal Emegency Management Agency (FEMA) Ready Campaign. (2013). Post-Disaster 

Reunification of Children: A Nationwide Approach. Retrieved from 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/post_disaster_reunification_of_children.pdf

3. The US Department of Health & Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response, & Technical Resources,Assistance Center, and Information 

Exchange (TRACIE),. (2015). Topic Collection: Family Reunification and Support.

Retrieved from https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/64/family-reunification-and-

support/0

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP Reunification Toolkit.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/post_disaster_reunification_of_children.pdf
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/64/family-reunification-and-support/0


PPP – Drills



PPP – Drills
1. Advocate Health Care, & Advocate Good Shepherd Hosptial. (2013). Pediatric Disaster Drills. Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAOFWxK-RoE

2. American Academy of Pediatrics. (2019). Pediatric Tabletop Exercise Resource Kit: 

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/pediatric-tabletop-exercise-resource-kit/

3. Ballow, S., Behar, S., Claudius, I., Stevenson, K., Neches,  R., & Upperman, J. S. (2008). Hospital-based 

disaster preparedness for pediatric patients: how to design a realistic set of drill victims. American journal of 

disaster medicine, 3(3), 171-180. Retrieved from https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18666514/

4. EMSC Innovation & Improvement Center. Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Toolkit -Training Resources & 

Courses. Retrieved from https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/toolkits/pediatric-

disaster-preparedness-toolbox/

5. Federal Emergency Management Agency, & Institute of Emergency Management. (2015). IS-366.1: Planning 

for the Needs of Children in Disasters. In Federal Emergency Management Agency | Emergency Management 

Institute https://emilms.fema.gov/is_0366a/curriculum/1.html

6. Illinois Emergency Medical Services for Children Program. (2016). Addressing the Needs of Children in 

Disaster Preparedness Exercises 2nd Edition. Retrieved from 

https://www.luriechildrens.org/globalassets/documents/emsc/disaster/other/addressingneedschildrenindisat

erprepexercisessept-2016l5.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAOFWxK-RoE
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/pediatric-tabletop-exercise-resource-kit/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18666514/
https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/toolkits/pediatric-disaster-preparedness-toolbox/
https://emilms.fema.gov/is_0366a/curriculum/1.html
https://www.luriechildrens.org/globalassets/documents/emsc/disaster/other/addressingneedschildrenindisaterprepexercisessept-2016l5.pdf


PPP –

Surge 

Capacity



PPP – Behavioral health



PPP - Special healthcare needs



PPP – CYSHCN Resources
1. AAP,  Committee on Pediatric Emergency Medicine, etc. Emergency Information Forms and Emergency 

Preparedness for Children With Special Health Care Needs: https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-

pdf/125/4/829/895276/zpe00410000829.pdf

2. EMSC Innovation & Improvement Center. (2021a). Be Ready: Tips for Families of Children and Youth 

with Special Healthcare Needs. 

https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/cyshcn/toolkit/beready/

3. EMSC Innovation & Improvement Center. (2021b). Disaster and Families of Children with Disabilities: 

What Every Health Care Provider Needs to Know. 

https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/cyshcn/toolkit/need_to_know/

4. National Academy for State Health Policy. (2020). National Care Coordination Standards for Children and 

Youth with Special Health Care Needs. Retrieved from 

https://www.lpfch.org/sites/default/files/field/publications/national_care_coordination_standards_for_c

yshcn.pdf

5. National Association of County and City Health Officials, & Association of State and Territorial Health, 

Officials. Capacity-Building Toolkit for including Aging & Disability Networks in Emergency Planning. 

Retrieved from https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/NACCHO_Aging-and-

Functional-Needs-Planning-FINAL.pdf

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-pdf/125/4/829/895276/zpe00410000829.pdf
https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/cyshcn/toolkit/beready/
https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/cyshcn/toolkit/need_to_know/
https://www.lpfch.org/sites/default/files/field/publications/national_care_coordination_standards_for_cyshcn.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/NACCHO_Aging-and-Functional-Needs-Planning-FINAL.pdf


PPP –

Transfers



PPP – Transfer Resources
1. EMSC EIIC Interfacility Transfer Toolkit: https://emscimprovement.center/education-

and-resources/toolkits/interfacility-transfer-toolbox/

2. Child Life Disaster Relief. (2021). Retrieved from https://cldisasterrelief.org/

3. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). (2009). Evacuating the Special Needs 

Population. Retrieved from 

https://training.fema.gov/programs/emischool/el361toolkit/assets/evacuatingspecialneedsp

opulation.pdf

4. Hospital, Lucile Packard Children’s. (2022). Preplanning Disaster Triage for Pediatric 

Hospitals. TRAIN Toolkit. Retrieved from http://cdphready.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/06/TRAIN-Toolkit-Triaging-by-Resource-Allocation-for-

Inpatients.pdf

https://emscimprovement.center/education-and-resources/toolkits/interfacility-transfer-toolbox/
https://cldisasterrelief.org/
https://training.fema.gov/programs/emischool/el361toolkit/assets/evacuatingspecialneedspopulation.pdf
http://cdphready.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/TRAIN-Toolkit-Triaging-by-Resource-Allocation-for-Inpatients.pdf


An important resource: your 

Children’s Hospital



Thank you!

Swathi Prasad, MD (sprasad@mcw.edu)

Maureen Luetje, MD (mluetje@mcw.edu) 

mailto:sprasad@mcw.edu
mailto:mluetje@mcw.edu


Additional Resources
AAP Disaster Preparedness Overview

- Disaster Resources by Topic

- Other Disaster Preparedness Resources

Region V For Kids

- Main Site

- Disaster Education

WI DHS Pediatric Medical Surge Plan

MN DHS Pediatric Surge Toolkit

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/disaster-management-resources-by-topic/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/disasters-and-children/professional-resources-for-disaster-preparedness/
https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/education/
https://emscimprovement.center/domains/preparedness/asprcoe/eglpcdr/education/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03207.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/pediatric/index.html


Questions?


