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Our Mission:

ThePew Dental Campaigstrives
for costeffective policies that will
mean millions more people get t
basic dental care they need to |

healthy lives. Y




Overview

U Problem Definition: Access to Care Gap
U A Solution: Why Dental Therapy?

U New evidence: access, cost efficiency, health
outcomes

U Update on State/Tribal Activity

U Variation in DT model across states/legislative
proposals



The Problem:
Access to Care

Mission of Mercy clinic in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri on May 3,
2013. People camped out in line for
two days to receive free dental

care.

@ 75 million lack dental insurance
Public Clinics at Capacity

Maldistribution/shortage of dentists
Few Medicaid Providers




“PEW 1.5 million Wisconsinites live In dentist

shortage areas

Bay

y o~k ged
ON&w York

o
Philadelphia
'w:\solaﬁ?gfbn
San Franciscd? -
- 3 i
= o drndl oothe
Los Anuddo
San Dnegog‘
c§)11:||1(lo
Monterrey ™ T ownsvilie -pMuun‘
Gulir of Mexico -
MEXICDOD H:wan:b
Guadalajara cUB
Yo México City DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
o Santo Domingo
3 IAMAIGA s
e BELIZE Kingston” Port-au-Princé
GUATE MALA #
(;‘,3,,'"‘:‘,30 ?">o: 3 Caribbean Sea S |
San Salvador . Tegucigalpa o 280 Miles
M.\n.\gu:\o Bamanguil =

C ?,
17412016 SHIRSA 5.2 Warchouss




\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

3

3

Med
chil
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Dental Therapists: Part of the Access Solution

U Similar to nurse practitioner
or physician assistant role in
medicine

. U Provide preventive and
routine restorative care (e.g.
cavities, extractions)

U Work under supervision of a
dentist
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Why Employ Dental Therapists?

Make it economically viable C

for practices to treat more \ /
Medicaid patients
Extend reach of dental

practices to underserved
areas

Improve efficiency and
economic bottom line
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Dental Therapy: A Growing Evidence Base




\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Review of 1,100
documents show
dental therapists
deliver safe,
effective care

A Review of the Global Literature
on Dental Therapists



Dental Therapists in Minnesota
Service Sites as of July 2017

MN: Increasing Access to Care

A Higher proportion of DTs in rural w

[ X

areas than other health %
professions ‘

A DTs provide services at 370 7
mobile dental sites throughout the w
state
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A Reduced travel times and wait C % s g

times for patients, especially in 7 11 i

= 106 Mobile Sites

rural areas i, AT S

A On average 84% of patients seen
by DTs are on public insurance

Map: MS Strategies, LLC
Sources: University of Minnesota School of Dentistry (2017), Children's Dental Services
(2016), HRSA Data Warehouse (2017)
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