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Our Mission:
The Pew Dental Campaign strives 
for cost-effective policies that will 

mean millions more people get the 
basic dental care they need to lead 

healthy lives.



Overview
üProblem Definition: Access to Care Gap

üA Solution: Why Dental Therapy?

üNew evidence: access, cost efficiency, health 
outcomes

üUpdate on State/Tribal Activity

üVariation in DT model across states/legislative 
proposals
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The Problem: 

Access to Care 

Å @ 75 million lack dental insurance

Å Public Clinics at Capacity

Å Maldistribution/shortage of dentists

Å Few Medicaid Providers

Mission of Mercy clinic in Cape 

Girardeau, Missouri on May 3, 

2013. People camped out in line for 

two days to receive free dental 

care.
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1.5 million Wisconsinites live in dentist 

shortage areas
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37%
of dentists

33%
of 

Medicaid 

children 

Wisconsin Medicaid Access to Dental Care

Enrolled in Medicaid in 

2014

*

Received dental care 

in 2016**

**2016 EPSDT data reported by CMS



Dental Therapists: Part of the Access Solution

üSimilar to nurse practitioner 
or physician assistant role in 
medicine

üProvide preventive and 
routine restorative care (e.g. 
cavities, extractions)

üWork under supervision of a 
dentist
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Why Employ Dental Therapists?

ü Make it economically viable 

for practices to treat more 

Medicaid patients

ü Extend reach of dental 

practices to underserved 

areas

ü Improve efficiency and 

economic bottom line
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Dental Therapy: A Growing Evidence Base
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Evidence on safety of dental therapists

Review of 1,100 

documents show 

dental therapists 

deliver safe, 

effective care
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Å Higher proportion of DTs in rural 

areas than other health 

professions

Å DTs provide services at 370 

mobile dental sites throughout the 

state

Å Reduced travel times and wait 

times for patients, especially in 

rural areas

Å On average 84% of patients seen 

by DTs are on public insurance 

MN: Increasing Access to Care




