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Impact of Opioids on 

Residents of Wisconsin
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Prescription opioids drive increasing 

trend of drug overdose deaths.
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Heroin was the second wave of the 

rise in opioid overdose deaths.
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Synthetic opioids are the third wave of 

the rise in opioid overdose deaths.
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59% of opioid-related deaths in Wisconsin 

also involved a non-opioid substance.

26% of opioid-related deaths also 

involved benzodiazepines.

Statewide, nearly 18% of patient prescription 

days had an overlapping  opioid and 

benzodiazepine prescription.

Data are 2017
Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, Office of Health Informatics, Opioid Harm Prevention Program

Statewide Statistics
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Increase in overdose hospital visits 

involving heroin; prescription opioids are 

leveling off.
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Note: Hospitalizations may include more than one 
type of drug.
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In Wisconsin, in 2017, of the

26,373 opioid-related hospital visits:

Total burden of opioid-related hospital 

visits is more than just overdose.

19,775

pat ients ident ifi ed 

with

Opioid Use Disorder Adverse 

drug 

effects

Acute opioid 

poisoni ng 

(overdose)
4,757

2,907

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, Office of Health 
Informatics, Opioid Harm Prevention Program
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New Hepatitis C infections are 

climbing among younger people.

Source: Office of Health Informatics, DPH Death certificates, WEDSS HCVData
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There has been an increased rate of infants 

born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome.

Note: Different methods may be used to identify NAS.
Source: "Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome and Maternal 
Substance Use in Wisconsin" report
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Many emergency department visits for 

untreated dental pain in Wisconsin

Emergency 
department visits 
for non-traumatic 

dental pain in 2017

Antibiotics for 
infection

Referral for 
dental care?

Opioids 
prescribed 

for pain

What happens to the patient ? 

Source: Office of Health Informatics and Opioid Harm 
Prevention Program, Wisconsin Department of Health Services

18,000
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There has been a reduction in 

opioid prescribing.

ÁIn 2018 (Q1 and Q2), top three controlled 

substances dispensed are all opioids (based 

on number of pills ):

ÁOpioid dispensing:

ǅ9% reduction over past 12 months ( Q2:2018ð

Q2:2017)

ǅ29.7% reduction over past three years 

(Q2:2018ðQ2:2015)

ÁHydrocodone has decreased, but still top 

monitored drug dispensed 
Source: WI Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
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There is a decrease in opioid 

prescribing by dentists.
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Opioids given to teenagers for 

wisdom teeth extractions 

Wisconsin dentists prescribe opioids to 

adolescents (13ð18 years old). 

ÁThe number of prescriptions increases with 

older compared with younger patients. 

ÁThe number of prescriptions filled is 

decreasing.

ÁThe reduction in prescriptions is greater for 

younger patients.

Source: WI Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
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Addressing the Opioid 

Epidemic at the State
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DHS Opioid Strategic Plan
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Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration (SAMHSA) Grants:
ÁMedication -Assisted Treatment ðPrescription 

Drug and Opioid Addiction (MAT -PDOA)

ÁStrategic Prevention Framework Partnerships 
for Successð2015 (SPF PFS 15)

ÁPrescription Drug/Opioid Overdose -Related 
Deaths Prevention Project (WI PDO)

ÁStrategic Prevention Framework for 
Prescription Drugs (SPF Rx)

ÁState Targeted Response (STR)

DHS Opioid Funding: SAMHSA
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Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) Grants: 

ÁPrescription Drug Overdose Prevention for 

States (PDO PfS) 

ÁEnhanced State Opioid Overdose 

Surveillance (ESOOS)

DHS Opioid Funding: CDC
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Collaboration within

Division of Public Health

ÁEducation of dentists on prescribing and 

pain management

ǅAssess risk (screening and addressing stigma)

ǅNon-opioid treatment for dental pain, 

especially for those under 18 years

ÁReview Prescription Drug Monitoring 

Program ( PDMP)
ǅMedication interaction

ÁEducation of patients
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Collaboration with  

Division of Medicaid Services
Outreach to dental providers who provide 

opioids for Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus 

eligible children and adolescents under 18 

years old:

ÁPrescribe lowest effective dose of immediate 

release.

ÁPrescribe no greater than needed for expected 

duration of pain severe enough to require 

opioids.
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Collaboration with 

Statewide partners
Department of Safety and Professional Services 

ÁPromote use of PDMP with variety of health 

professionals, including dental community 

Dentists can use delegates, including dental 

hygienists and other dental professionals. 
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Examples of Local Work 

Addressing Dental Pain
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Opioid work with dental community 

in Dane County

Distribution of patient education cards on 

medicine safety to dentists, in collaboration with 

Dane County Dental Society 
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Opioid work with dental community 

in Dane County (cont.)

Emergency Department and Urgent Care 

protocol on opioid prescribing for those 

reporting for dental pain (in collaboration 

with the Dane County Oral Health 

Coalition)
Á Alternatives for pain management

Á Link patient with dental care

Á Academic detailing approach (provider 

education)
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Protocol for nontraumatic dental pain
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Patient card for emergency 

department project


