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Asthma attacks can strike at any time, often without warning. Children
may have their first asthma attack at school. These episodes may require a
9-1-1 call, potential hospitalization, and can even be fatal. Quick-relief
medication (albuterol) is proven safe and effective treatment for asthma.
Best practices recommend that schools be allowed to stock this life-saving
medication and have trained adults ready to administer it in an
emergency™.
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Children may encounter many asthma triggers throughout the school day.
They should always have access to quick-relief medication that can quickly
reverse the blockages in their lungs. Albuterol is easy to administer,
inexpensive, and very safe.

A new Wisconsin law allows schools to stock bronchodilators for emergency use regardless of an existing
student prescription. School boards just need to adopt a policy to allow for this practice.

Ensuring access to rescue medication is part of guidelines-based response to asthma emergencies®. Without
accessible quick-relief medication, schools must generally call 9-1-1 when an asthma event occurs. These calls
mean expensive ambulance rides and possibly trips to the emergency department, resulting in learning
disruptions and parents missing work. In contrast, schools that stock quick-relief asthma medications are able
to intervene quickly and may avoid g-1-1 calls entirely.

In one study, 84% of students returned to the classroom after
an asthma event when provided a stock inhaler-.

Benefits of allowing schools to stock quick-relief asthma medication:
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