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Objective D: Reduce exposure to asthma triggers in outdoor environments.

45

3. Identify and apply for retrofitting technology
grants for diesel school buses.

2010 Environment/work-
related asthma,
Public policy and
advocacy, 
Schools

4. Support the enactment of indoor air quality
policies that reduce asthma trigger exposure.

2010 Public policy and
advocacy,
Environment/work-
related asthma,
Schools

5. Modify and implement Minnesota’s
environmental walk-through school inspection
program.

2011 Schools,
Environment/work-
related asthma

6. Develop and administer asthma friendly
school awards program.

2011 Schools,
Environment/work-
related asthma

7. Enforce existing and emerging child care
smoke-free policies.

2012 Environment/work-
related asthma,
Schools

8. Identify or develop environmental assessment
for child care settings.

2012 Environment/work-
related asthma,
Schools

Action steps
Target
date

Lead
workgroup(s)

1. Increase availability of educational resources
on wood smoke, outdoor wood-fired boilers,
recreational fire, leaf burning and burn barrel
hazards.  

2009,
ongoing

Environment/work-
related asthma

2. Provide policy development support on
outdoor burning, with specific policy
recommendations restricting use of outdoor
wood-fired boilers.

2009,
ongoing

Public policy and
advocacy,
Environment/work-
related asthma
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3. Re-introduce legislation granting DNR citation
authority for open burning violations.

2009 Public policy and
advocacy,
Environment/work-
related asthma

4. Develop and disseminate messages linking
asthma to broader issues, such as smoke-free
workplaces, alternative transportation and
climate change.

2009 Environment/work-
related asthma,
Local development
and communication,
Public policy and
advocacy

5. Increase public awareness of air quality alerts. 2010 Environment/work-
related asthma,
Local development
and communication

6. Increase the quality of response and
information provided when air quality is poor.

2010 Environment/work-
related asthma

7. Increase knowledge and adoption of
recommended anti-idling bus practices in
non-school environments.

2010 Environment/work-
related asthma

8. Ensure WAC membership in the Wisconsin
Clean Diesel Coalition.

Ongoing Environment/work-
related asthma

9. Integrate outdoor environmental pollutant
data with adverse asthma-related health
outcomes data.
a. Include demographics (e.g., address and

data on people living in an area).
b. Increase availability of locality-specific

information for community and public
health programs.

Ongoing Environment/work-
related asthma,
Disparities,
Surveillance

10. Support policy initiatives promoting clean
transportation and other efforts to decrease
air pollution.

Ongoing Public policy and
advocacy,
Environment/work-
related asthma
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Expected outcomes of the Wisconsin Asthma
Plan, 2009-2014

1. Prioritized implementation activities based on current surveillance data.

2. Decreased number of asthma deaths.

3. Decreased number of asthma hospitalizations.

4. Decreased number of asthma hospital ED visits.

5. Increased number of Medicaid recipients receiving appropriate asthma care.

6. Decreased activity limitations reported among persons with asthma.

7. Decreased number of school or work days missed by persons with asthma due to

asthma.

8. Increased proportion of persons with asthma who received appropriate asthma care

according to the NIH asthma guidelines (minimum of two of the following).

a. Received written asthma action plan from health care provider.

b. Received instruction on how to use prescribed inhalers.

c. Received education on recognition of early signs and symptoms of asthma

episodes and how to respond appropriately.

d. Received medication regimens that prevent the need for more than one canister of

short-acting inhaled beta agonists per month for relief of symptoms.

e. Received follow-up medical care for long-term management of asthma after any

hospitalization due to asthma.

f. Received assistance with exposure recognition and reduction to environmental risk

factors in home, school and work environments.

9. Increased number of persons with asthma who received asthma case management.

a. Increased number of health plans annually that implement BREATHE.

b. Increased number of participants annually enrolled in existing BREATHE programs.
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Long-term activities

The Wisconsin Asthma Plan, 2009-2014 sets the stage for future efforts that need to be

accomplished. The following were identified as desired goals and action steps for a future

plan beyond 2014.

Surveillance (relates to objective C):

Further examine the relationship between occupational and environmental exposures;

identify or develop datasets to examine asthma-related incidence among migrant workers

in Wisconsin.

Standardized quality care (relates to objective B):

Effectively identify and monitor patients with asthma; encourage health care systems to

build a network to standardize care statewide (e.g., interoffice communication between

ED, urgent care and walk-ins).

Standardized quality care (relates to objective D):

Explore and take necessary steps to implement the following once initial reimbursement

has been secured for asthma case management:

1. Secure coverage of school-based asthma care and education.

2. Secure coverage of mobile care for asthma (“breath-mobile”).

3. Expand transportation coverage for asthma-related ambulatory services.

4. Provide on-site environmental assessment and intervention in high-risk groups.

5. Implement first dollar coverage for preventive management:

a. Util ize diagnostic and management tools, such as spirometry and exhaled nitric

oxide (eNO).

b. Prescribe controller medications.

c. Provide preventive services.

Standardized quality care (relates to objective E):

Track outcomes once asthma case management programs have been implemented and a

significant amount of data has been collected.
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Wisconsin Asthma Coalition Executive
Committee

• Chair ~ Neal Jain, MD, Dean Health System

• Vice Chair ~ Rhonda Yngsdal-Krenz, RRT, NPS, MBA, American Family Children’s

Hospital

• Judy Burrows, Marathon County Health Department, Marathon County Asthma

Coalition

• Jennifer Cohn, MLS, Medical College of Wisconsin, Downtown Health Center, Fight

Asthma Milwaukee Allies

• Nancy Dorman, Wisconsin Association of School Boards

• Rhonda Duerst, RRT-NPS, AE-C, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin

• Themis E. Flores Ramos, MBA, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Carola Gaines, Unity Health Insurance

• Rachel Gallagher, RN, APNP, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

• Claude Gilmore, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Erika Horstmann, PharmD, RPh, Hometown Pharmacy

• Murray Katcher, MD, PhD, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Todd Mahr, MD, Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center La Crosse

• John Meurer, MD, MBA, Medical College of Wisconsin, Children's Hospital of

Wisconsin

• Michelle Mercure, CHES, American Lung Association of Wisconsin

• Marlis O’Brien, RRT, AE-C, Franciscan Skemp Health Care

• Karen Ordinans, Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin

• Pamela Rogers, MPH, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Sue Warrington, RN, NP, Menominee Tribal Clinic

• Mark Werner, PhD, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Dona Wininsky, American Lung Association of Wisconsin
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Department of Health Services
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Mark Werner, PhD, principal investigator

Henry Anderson, MD, co-principal investigator

Carrie Tomasallo, MPH, PhD, asthma epidemiologist
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• Judy Barreau, AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
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• Diane Bosovich, Kenosha County Division of Health

• Jodi Brezenski, Sanofi-Aventis Pharmaceuticals

• Christine Brieske, Dean Health Plan

• Linda Buel, University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics

• Judy Burrows, Marathon County Health Department
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• Robin Ewing, AE-C, St. Luke’s Medical Center

• Themis E. Flores Ramos, MBA, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Cory Foster, RN, Gerald L. Ignace Indian Health Center

• Anja Freudenreich, St. Joseph’s Hospital
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• Carola Gaines, Unity Health Insurance
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• Kristen Grimes, MAOM, CHES, Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin

• Breanna Hanson, Unity Health Insurance

• Robert Harris, Wisconsin Division of Public Health

• Craig Haubach, Merck & Co., Inc.

• Karen Hayes, Home Care Medical

• Jamie Heberer, American Lung Association of Wisconsin

• Lori Heimke, RN, BSN, AmeriChoice-United Health Group

• Tim Hert, RRT, Menominee Tribal Clinic and Shawano Medical Center
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• Mark Husmann, Aurora Medical Center
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Notes
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