
Partnering to Seal-A-Smile
A report on the success of Wisconsin school-based dental sealant programs.



Pa r tne r i ng to Sea l -A -Sm i l e

Th i s r epo r t was deve loped by Ch i l d r en ’s Hea l th A l l i ance o f Wi s cons in and made

pos s i b l e th rough pa r tne r sh ip and fund ing f rom De l t a Den ta l o f W i s cons in .

Delta Denta l of Wiscons in is a not- for-prof i t denta l serv ice

cooperat ion that adminis ters and underwr i tes denta l p lans for

employers throughout Wiscons in . Del ta Denta l of Wiscons in is the

largest denta l benef i t s prov ider in the state , cover ing more than 1

mi l l ion employees and fami ly members .

Del ta Denta l supports a s igni f i cant number of char i tab le ora l hea l th

in i t iat ives focused on improving access to denta l care and ra is ing

awareness of the importance of proper ora l hea l th .

The fo l l ow ing ind i v i dua l s con t r i bu ted to the p repa ra t i on o f th i s r epo r t :

• Mat t C re sp in RDH, BS, CDHC, Ch i l d r en ’s Hea l th A l l i ance o f Wi s cons in

• Ka ren Ord inans, Ch i l d r en ’s Hea l th A l l i ance o f Wi s cons in

• B. J. Ta t ro PhD, B. J. Ta t ro Consu l t i ng

Graph i c des i gn and la you t , Ta ra Go r i s, Ch i l d r en ’s Hea l th A l l i ance o f Wi s cons in
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Purpose of th is report

Schoo l -based denta l sea lan t p rograms are be ing imp lemented a l l ac ros s

W iscons in . Whi l e th i s repor t p rov ides a comprehens i ve ove rv i ew of the

programs ’ e ffo r t s and bes t p rac t i ce s , the focus i s on the succes s o f the

W iscons in Sea l -A-Smi l e (SAS ) p rogram.

Th i s in fo rmat ion wi l l b r ing a t tent ion to the grea t need fo r an inc rease in

schoo l -based ora l hea l th programs and othe r o ra l hea l th prevent ion

s t ra teg ie s . Expans ion of p rograms wi l l he lp reach popu la t ions wi thout

acces s to regu la r p revent i ve ca re .

Th i s repor t h igh l igh t s the t remendous work be ing accompl i shed

th roughout W iscons in desp i te l im i ted fund ing . The f ind ings in th i s repor t

subs tant i a te the need for inc reased s ta te and pr i va te fund ing fo r schoo l -

based ora l hea l th prevent ion programs .

What you wi l l f ind in th is report

Th i s repor t p rov ides an ove rv i ew of the succes s schoo l -based ora l hea l th

prevent ion programs have had s ince 2005. Key f ind ings focus on ca r i e s

ra te s , ch i ld ren se rved and othe r e ff i c i ency measures . Data was co l l ec ted

f rom cur rent and pas t W iscons in SAS programs in add i t ion to othe r

va r ious programs not funded through SAS .

Ind i v idua l p rogram b iograph ie s beg inn ing on page 20 show the un ique

ac t i v i t i e s , bes t p rac t i ce s and outcomes of p rograms ac ros s the s ta te .

Key f indings from the 2005-07 school years :

• The number of schoo l s se rved by W iscons in SAS inc reased f rom 135 to

200 wi th l im i ted fund ing inc reases .

• The number of schoo l s se rved by W iscons in SAS wi th f ree and reduced

lunch (FRL ) ra te s o f g rea te r than 50 percent doub led f rom 48 to 97 .

Execut ive summary
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Th i s pa r t i a l l y addres ses the d i spa r i t y tha t ex i s t s in acces s to ora l

hea l th ca re fo r low- income ch i ld ren .

• The number of ch i ld ren and youth wi th spec ia l hea l th ca re needs

(CYSHCN) se rved by W iscons in SAS inc reased f rom 261 to 622.

• The ove ra l l ave rage cos t to de l i ve r sea lan t s dec reased f rom

$89.37 /ch i ld to $77 .45 /ch i ld in 2006 due to inc reases in e ff i c i ency.

• The ave rage amount of Med ica id re imbursement rece i ved by programs

t r ip l ed f rom $19.69 /ch i ld to $63 .27 /ch i ld due to the ab i l i t y o f denta l

hyg ien i s t s to become Med ica id prov ide r s .

• The number of ch i ld ren sc reened and sea led inc reased s ign i f i cant l y

w i th no fund ing inc reases f rom 2006-2008.

• The percentage of ch i ld ren sc reened wi th unt rea ted denta l decay

inc reased f rom 40.8 percent to 47 .2 percent .

• The number of ch i ld ren who rece i ved f luor ide t rea tments in add i t ion to

denta l sea lan t s doub led f rom 3,304 to 7 ,602 .

• The number of ch i ld ren who rece i ved add i t iona l p revent i ve procedures ,

such as c lean ings and debr idements , inc reased f rom 0 to 2 ,516 due to

ind i v idua l p rogram changes .

• The number of ch i ld ren who rece i ved ora l hea l th educa t ion inc reased

f rom 9,404 to 14 ,475 .

• Sea lan t re tent ion ra tes rema ined re la t i ve l y the same.

Execut ive summary
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